Resolution #07-02-02
“Community-Based Participatory Research at the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)
Whereas, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB), a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Oregon, Washington and Idaho; and 

Whereas, the NPAIHB is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; and

Whereas, the primary goal of the NPAIHB is to improve the health and quality of life of its member tribes; and

Whereas, in furtherance of this goal in 1977, NPAIHB established the Northwest Tribal Epidemiology Center (EpiCenter) in an effort to improve the quality of American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) epidemiology data; and
Whereas, the EpiCenter has gained national recognition for developing and implementing many useful and innovative projects to improve the health and quality of life of Northwest tribes and has served as a national model for other Indian Health Service (IHS) areas to emulate in establishing their EpiCenter programs; and
Whereas, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) has invited proposals to support research partnerships between community-based, clinical/services settings and research institutions to reduce the burden of mental illness, behavioral disorders and HIV/AIDS through research on mind, brain and behavior; and

Whereas, American Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/AN) in Idaho, Oregon and Washington are disproportionately affected by sexually transmitted diseases (STD); and

Whereas, a primary aspect of this project will address interpersonal and contextual barriers that impact sexual risk-taking among AI/ANs; and

Whereas, tribes have expressed an interest in addressing the prevalence of STDs in tribal communities, which is consistent with the purpose of this funding initiative; and

Whereas, the goals of this initiative are consistent with the goals and objectives of both the NPAIHB and the EpiCenter; and

Whereas, a successful proposal for this NIH funding would provide an opportunity for Northwest tribes to promote STD prevention education at the community level. 
Now therefore be it resolved, that the NPAIHB endorses and supports an effort by staff of the EpiCenter, under the guidance of the Executive Director, to submit a grant application to the NIH requesting funding for the study entitled “Community-Based Participatory Research at NIMH.”  . 

